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A"^75  FOREIGN  HEWS  ON  APPLES 


KOTES  QIT  THE  NORTHERN  EUROPEAN  APPLE  M*RFff/PS 
The  demand  for  American  apples  in  most  northern  European  countries 
should  be  stronger  after  the  first  of  the  year,  v/hen  nost  of  the  Continental 
crops  .-/ill  have  been  cleaned  up,  according  to  a  report  received  in  the 
Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Mr.  F.  A.  Motz, 
the  Department  of  Agriculture's  fruit  specialist  in  Europe.    Mr.  Motz 
describes  a  recent  tour  of  inspection  of  the  principal  marking  centers 
of  northern  Europe. 

The  Netherlands 

^^CTVtT\in.the  NethQrl^ds  aPPeared  to  be  good  and  it  seemed 
evident  that  the  buying  power,  certainly  among  the  better  classes  is 
relatively  high.    The  country  and  cities  seemed  to  indicate  thrm  and 
prosperity  and  signs  of  progress  could  be  noted  from  many  armies.  Old 
canals   /ere  being  filled  in,  old  building  bein-  torn  don     streets  toil* 
widened  to  accommodate  present-dav  rr»ff?r    IrS  I  I    ;J?eto  boing 

prwsemi-aas  uraitic,  and  nany  new  buildings  going  up. 

for  fresh  frtnfo?I5fll3ia/ra^  C?nsumin&  co™^'  is  a»  important  market 
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European  LuntST    In  I •  f d    ^  in  MV  °ther  ncrth'  ?entral  or  eastern 

rears  01  fruiU  are  in  demand»  Eluding  apples, 

ttlJffillJE^'  SrPel'rUit'  b3nanaS         Pi™.    Rotterdam is  the 
principal  distributing  point  for  these  fruits. 

especial^  a'ples^  'V*  ^!*'lan'is  *****  "as  unusually  heavy, 

especiaJ.J.5  apples.     Gro.vmg  conditions  ./ere  favorable  ml  lnr^  c.™ii0  ' 
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The  large  domestic  apple  supply. has  affected  the  demand  for 
American  apples  tp  a. very  great  extent-.    However,  the  better  class  of 
shops  and  the  more  .-/ell-to-do  trade  prefer  larger  apples  than  are  being 
offered  locally  and  therefore  prefer 'American  apples  of  125-163  in  sige. 

>  African  apples  generally  have  a  good  reputation  in  the  Netherlands. 
The  box  deal  is  considered  especially  satisfactory.     A  few  complaints  -.-/ere  ! 
registered  against  barrels  but,  on  the  //hole,  the  trade  seemed  very  .veil 
satisfied.      ■ 

Irregular  sizing  in  barreled  apples  was  repeatedly  brought  out. 
There  is  said  to  be  too  great  a  range  in  the  pack.     The  trade  prefers 
uniform  size  with  a  range  of  not  more  than  l/2"  in  diameter.    Many  apples 
marked  2-J»»  or  2-f"  minimum,  or  2-|"  up,  contain  all  very  large  size' and  are 
misleading  to  the  trade.    The  most  popular  sizes  seem  to  be  2-|-"  -  2f"  and 
when  shipments  are  received  shoeing  sizes  smaller  or  larger  than  these, 
there  is  more  difficulty  in  finding  a  ready-sale  and  some  dissatisfaction 
occurs. 

Inspection  certificates  accompanying  shipments  of  fruit  from  America 
are  on  the  whole  very  satisfactory  to  Dutch  buyers  and  are  accepted  as 
being  reliable.     A  few  complaints  //ere  heard  on  boxed  apnles  shipped  via 
New  Yor<c,  which  were  purchased  against  certificates.     The  fruit  apparently 
had  been  subjected  to  improper  handling  or  lac<c  of  proper  refrigeration 
between  original  shipping  point  and  steamer.     Decay  and  internal  breakdown 
were  the  chief  causes  of  complaint. 

The  Netherlands  does  not  require  any  special  marking  as  is  the  case  1 
in  Great  Britain.    The  trade,  however,  is  appreciative  of  the  marking  of 
containers  as  to  grade,  size,  variety  and  origin.    Certain  .mar.es  are  well 
known  and  those  of  good  reputation  are  eagerly  sought  after.  •  Some  maris 
were  not  quite  up  to  standard  and  considerable  improvement  is  warranted 
in  special  cases.    The  trade  on  the  whale,  however,  had  few  complaints  to 
register.  •   •  ... 

Advertising  fruit  is  not  as  extensive  in  the  Netherlands  as  was 
found  to  be  the  case  in  s0me  of  the  other  countries.     Some  importers,  as 
well  as  Dutch  grov/ers,,do  some  advertising,  but  most  of  it  is  confined 
to  general  advertising,  such  as  "Eat  Fruit  for  Health",  "Eat-more  Fruit, 
it  Keeps  you  fit",  etc.    Certain  Anerican  exporters  furnish  their  agents 
with  posters,  laoels,  window  display  cards,  etc.    These  are  very  much 
appreciated  and  are  used  to  good  advantage  in  the  better  retail'  shops. 
The  Dutch  trade  is  not  spending  much  money  of  its  own  on  advertising, 
as  they  think:  good  fruit  will  sell  or  its  own  merit  and  that  attractive 
window  displays  are  sufficient.     Anerican  fruit,  vhich  is  quite  popular 
in  Holland,  is  designated  as  such  in  the  shop  window  and  signs  such  as 
"American  Apples,  Yoric  Imperial",  or  "Anerican  oranges",  or  "California 
oranges"  are  frequently  seen  .vhile  walking  along  the  streets.  Advertising 
furnished  by  .irmricans  should  be  in  Dutch. 
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The  froo  port  of  Hamburg  is  an  excellent  example  of  what  can  bo 
done  in  the  way  of  handling  fruit  shipments.    Four  large  quays,  with  a 
fifth  just  being  completed,  offer  facilities  which  are  difficult  to 
improve  upon.    These  quays  tiro  Spacious,  substantially  constructed,  well 
lighted   ind  steam  heated.    Hero  cargoes  are  discharged,  inspected,  recon- 
ditioned, etc.,  without  the  delay  of  the  necessary  customs  inspections. 
As  scale  infested  fruit  is  not  allowed  to  enter  Germany,  all  lots  must 
be  inspected  before  being  offered  for  sale.     If  infestation  occurs,  the 
fruit  is  rejected  and  mast  be  re-shipped  to  some  other  country usually 
Scandinavia,  where  there  is  no  restriction  against  scale. 

The  method  of  sale  is  somewhat  different  in  Hamburg  from  that  ob- 
taining in  England.    There  are  t.vo  main  associations  in  Hamburg  -  one 
composed  of  auction  brokers  and  the  other  auction  buyers.     A  working 
agreement  also  exists  between  these  two  bodies,  the  brokers  agreeing  to 
sell  only  to  buyers  of  the  association,  and  buyers  agreeing  to  obtain 
supplies  only  through  the  auction.     The  selling  is  also  different  from 
the  system  obtaining  in  Great  Britain.     Samples  are  not  shown  at  the  auc- 
tion room,  but  are  selected  by  men  appointed  by  the  buyers'  association 
and  are  placed  on  display  at  the  quays.     A  larger  percentage  of  samples 
is  alsc  on  display  than  is  the  case  in  Great  Britain. 

There  is  a  large  supply  of  German  apples  this  year,  which  is  selling 
at  a  rather  low  price.    The  demand  for  American  apples,  therefore,  is  not 
so  active  because  of  prevailing  high  prices  in  the  United  States.  Buyers 
all  claim  that  American  apples  are  too  high  and,  as  a  large  percentage  of 
the  barrels  are  marked  as  "Unclassified",  they  cannot  afford  to  purchase 
cn  basis  of  prevailing  conditions. 

The  keeping  quality  of  the  German  crop  this  season  is  disappointing. 
The  quality  and  condition  is  poor  and  parcels  show  considerable  waste.  It 
is  expected  that  the  local  crop  will  be  practically  cleared  up  after 
Christmas,  when  a  better  demand  for  American  apples  can  be  anticipated. 

It  was  surprising  to  see  the  amount  of  scale  present  on  barreled 
apples,  originating  largely  from  the  Virginias.  Some  packs,  which  were 
excellent,  other  than  for  scale,  were  rejected  by  the  customs  inspector 
and  had  t o  be  re-shipped.  Growers  -and  exporters  should  familiarize  them- 
selves with  the  pest  laws  and  restrictions  governing  the  importation  of 
fruits  in  the  different  countries. 

Many  apples  from  the  Crimea,  ./ore  to  bd  seen  on  the  Hamburg  market. 
They  were  of  splendid  quality  and  the  pack  was  unusually  good.     The  con- 
dition of  the  fruit   vas  also  good  and  altogether  made  a  very  favorable 
showing* 

The  demand  for  American  apples  in  Germany  can  be  increased  by 
paying  closer  attention  to  grades  and  proper  sizing.    This  applies  in 
barreled  apples,     advertising  would  also  be  helpful. 
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Copenhagen  is  admirably  situated  for  the  handling  of  fruits  from 
all  countries.        free  port  also  exists  here  //here  the  fruit  is  unloaded 
direct  from  the  steamers  on  to  the  quays.    The  quays  ;:re  not  as  extensive 
as  those  found  in  Hamburg,  but  they  are  adequate 'and  well  adapted  for  the 
handling  of  fruit.  *  Direct  shipments  are  made  to  Copenhagen  from- American 
ports  and  with  good  shipping  service  the  fruit  arrives  in  excellent  con- 
dition.   Copenhagen  furnished  some  fruit  to  other  northern  countries,  but 
most  of  the  sales  are  made  to  Banish  firms. 

Large  quantities  of  Dutch  apples  were  in  evidence  everywhere .  They 
are  shipped  in  slatted  crates,  holding  approximately  two  bushels.  Large 
quantities  are  also  Shipped  in  bags  weighing  about  100  pounds.     The  fruit 
is  arranged  in  piles  or  stacks  in  the  sheds  and  is  displayed  to  the  trade 
in  a  fashion  similar  to  that  found  in  German;/.    V/ith  the  exception  of  grapes, 
which  are  shown  and  sold  at  the  quay,  the  fruit  is  sold  at  the  auction-room, 
which  is  located  in  the  city.     Apples  and  other  fruits  are  displayed,  the 
buyer  visiting  the  sheds  for  the  purpose  of  malting  inspections,  then  return- 
ing to  the  auction-room  to  ma^e  necessary  purchases. 

American  apples  are  popular  in  Denmark  and  the  trade  generally  is 
quite  well  satisfied  with  both  boxed  and  barreled  offerings.     The  demand  for 
American  apoles  this  season  has  not  been  as  great  as  in  former  years  owing 
to  the  large  supplies  coming  in  from  the  lie  t  her  lands ,  together  with  high 
prices  obtaining  in  America. 

Sweden 

Sweden  is  said  to  be  the  most  important  of  the  Scandinavian  markets 
for  American  apples.     According  to  the  latest  report  of  the  International 
Apple  Association,  exports  to  Sweden  this  season  have  amounted  tc  74,675 
barrels  and  166,605  boxes,  as  compared  with  32,055  barrels  and  121,244 
boxes  of  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

Gothenburg  is  the  most  imj^ortant  port  in  Sweden,  being  served  by 
direct  sailings  from  both  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coast  ports.     One  firm  in 
Gothenburg  last  year  sold  72,000  barrles  of  apples. 

The  Swedish  trade  is  intensely  interested  in  small  2"  Winesaps  tc 
arrive  .lust  previous  to  the  holiday  season.     Apparently  considerable  busi- 
ness has  been  developed  around  this  ap^le  during  this  particular  season 
and  it  is  in  great  demand  as  a  Christmas  tree  decoration.    The  apnles  must 
be  small,  clean  and  solid  red  in  color.    There  is  no  demand  for  this  size 
during  ahy  other  season. 
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The  trade  preference  in  Sweden  is  for  sizes  ranging  from  S|"  to  S}». 
Sizes  larger  than  2-£J»  are  unpopular  and  not  wanted  by  the  trade.  Some 
criticism  was  na.de  by  certain  members  of  the  trade  because  of  improper  nark- 
ing.   Barrels  narted  »'2-£  in.  nininun"  wore  said  to  contain  apples  3"  or 
larger.    Tories  under  &|"  are  not  wanted  in  Sweden  at  any  season.    The  Stay/nan 
is  popular  in  Sweden,  if  properly  colored,  otherwise  not.    The  arrivals  this 
year  have  been  pale  and  pocrly-color<  d,  therefore  not  in  demand.    Some  dif- 
ficulty seems  to  be  experienced  this  season  in  making  deliveries.    The  apple 
business  in  Sweden  has  been  developed  on  a  firm  order  basis,  cash  against 
documents,  and  practically  na  consignments  are  mace  to  this  country.  The 
trade  this  year  expressed  considerable  dissatisfaction  in  not  being. able  to 
get  deliveries  on  supplies  purchased.    They  demand  that  when  fruit  it  purchased 
an  firm  order  basis,  deliveries  should  be  guaranteed.    Due  to  a  shortage  in 
the  United  States  this  Season,  it  is  evident  that  some  exporters  oversold, 
making  it  difficult  to  secure  tonnage  according  to  size  and  grade  specified. 
This  has  caused  a  rather  bad  feeling  generally  as  brokers  on  this  side  arc 
new  finding  themselves  unable   to  supply  their  requirements. 

Stockholm  is  also  a  large  distributing  center,-  but  it  is  net  as 
strategically  situated  as  regards  direct  shipments  for  American  fruits.  Direct 
shipments  art  made  to  Gothenburg  and  fruit  consigned  to  Stockholm  is  re- 
shipped  by  canal  or  rail. 

Although  American  apples  are  in  demand,  this  market  looks  in  ether 
directions  also  for  her  supplies.    Russia,  at  this  season,  is  the  principal  com- 
petitor of  America  on  this  particular  market  and  large  quantities  arriving  in 
splendid  condition  are  being  received. 

The  arrivals  of  American  apples  in  Stockholm  are  not  particularly  heavy 
at  this  season  and  the  demand  exceeds  the  supply.    Prices  are  very  good  as 
cenpared  with  other  European  markets  and  the  same  comments  h:ard  from  other 
quarters  v/ore  voiced  here* 

ITorway 

The  trade  in  Oslo  was  not  much  different  from  that  found  in  other 
markets,  except  that  a  feeling  of  depression  was  noted  generally.    Some  brokers 
folt  very  much  discouraged  over  the  prospects  of  moving  American  apples  due 
to  the  high  import  duty.    It  is  re markabl e  to;  think  that  apples  arc  consumed 
at  ail  under  the  prevailing  duties. 

The  ITorwegian  Government,  in  order  to  protect  the  growers  in  western 
Norway,  who  have  experienced  seven  successive  crop  failure?},  have  imposed  an 
ioport  duty  which  is  sufficient  to  strangle  even  the  most  courageous  dealers. 
From  August  1st  to  February  1st  trie  duty  on  apples  is  60  ore  (16  cents)  per 
kilogram  (2.2  wounds)  and  after  that  date,  February  1st  to  August  1st,  it  is 
reduced  to  30  ere  (8  cents)  per  kilogram  (2.2  pounds)  4    As  an  example,  a 
barrel  of  7/inesaps  selling  for  $6.50  per  barrel  f.o.b.  Hew  York,  would  coot 
$1.50  freight  plus  ^10.00  import  duty,  making  a  total  cost  of  ^18*00  per 
barrel  laid  down  in  ITorway.    In  order  to  make  a  profit,  retailers  must  get 
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2  kr.   (54  cents)  per  kilo  (2.2  pounds).    Apples  in  the  shop  windows  last 
week 'were  retailing  fcr  1.20  kr.  per  pound  to  1.50  per  pound,  which  is 
equivalent  to  about  36  cents  per  pound.    In  some  instances  the  ilew  Yrrk 
f.o.b.  price  on  apples  would  be  14  kr.  per  barrel  as  compared  with  an 
import  duty  of  36  lcr.  per  barrel.    Prior  to  1924  the  import  duty  for  the 
entire  year  was  12  ore  per  kilo.      During  1924  the  duty  was  raised  to  45  ore 
and  in  1926  an  additional  increase  of  50  per  cent,  calleci  an  extraordinary 
duty,  was  imposed  because  of  the  deflation  of  their  currency,  bringing  the  duty 
tip  to  60  ore. 

The  duty  on  oranges  is  but  2  ore     (about  l/2  cent)  per  kilo  (2.2  pounds). 

This  permits  of  increased  distribution  of  this  fruit  and,  as  a  result,  the 
imports  of  oranges  are  rapidly  increasing  while  apple  imports  are  rapidly 
decreasing.    The  retail  price  of  apples  is  practically  four  times  as  great 
as  in  England  and  it  is  surprising  that  apples  are  purchased  at  all  at  that 
figure.    The  trade  is  very  much  interested  in  advertising,  but  there  is  very 
little  money  left  after  paying  import  duty  to  spend  for  this  purpose. 

On  the  whole  American  fruits  are  popular  on  all  Scandinavian  markets. 
The  pack  generally  is  giving  satisfaction  and  the  varieties  are  well  liked 
and  much  in  demand. 
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